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Agenda
• Background on NARF & NILL
• Accessing Tribal Law

• Barriers to Access
• Available Sources
• NILL’s Tribal Law Gateway

• Additional NILL Resources
• Online Catalog
• Indian Law Bulletins
• Research Guides

• How to Reach us at NILL
• Secondary Sources
• Questions?





• Tribal self-governance 
documents

• Legal pleadings from Indian 
law cases (1970s – 1990s)

• Indian law treatises
• NARF publications
• Basic collection of books on 

Native Americans



Definition of Federal Indian Law
The body of law dealing with the 
status of Indian tribes and their 
relationship to other tribes, the 

states, and the federal government. 
These complex relationships are 

defined by treaties, statutes, 
executive orders, court decisions, 

and administrative actions.



Definition of Tribal Law
The body of non-Federal law that 

governs lands and activities under 
the jurisdiction of a tribe, including 
ordinances or other enactments by 
the tribe, and tribal court rulings.

25 CFR § 162.003



Why Isn’t Tribal Law More Accessible?
• Lack of staffing / staff turnover
• Lack of funding (attorneys, 

codification, publishing)
• Permissions challenges
• No perceived benefit / distrust



Why Isn’t Tribal Law More Accessible?
• 575 federally 

recognized Tribes, 
each with their own 
government

• No centralized 
system for 
collecting and 
publishing laws



Sources of Tribal Law
(including codes, constitutions and court opinions)

• Tribe’s website
• Legal publishers (free or fee-based) 
• Nonprofit or bar association websites
• Government websites (state or federal)



NILL’s Tribal Law Gateway









Treaties
www.narf.org/nill/triballaw/treaties.html

https://www.narf.org/nill/triballaw/treaties.html


www.narf.org/nill

https://www.narf.org/nill/index.html


NILL’s online catalog



Catalog record for a case file



Indian Law Bulletins



Tribal Courts Bulletin



Research Guides



AskNILL - 
www.narf.org/nill/asknill.html

https://www.narf.org/nill/asknill.html


Secondary Sources
• Cohen’s Handbook of Federal 

Indian Law (2024)
• Canby’s American Indian Law in a 

Nutshell (8th ed) 
• American Indian Tribal Law (Third 

Edition) by Matthew L.M. Fletcher
• The Rights of Indians and Tribes 

(Fifth Edition) by Stephen L. Pevar
• Introduction to Tribal Legal 

Studies (Third Edition) by Justin B. 
Richland and Sarah Deer



Resources at the 
National Indian Law Library
• See the Tribal Law Gateway, Online Catalog 

and Research Guides on our website
www.narf.org/nill 

• Sign up for Indian Law Bulletins updates
www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/index.html 

• Use the AskNill links on our website or call 
720-647-9919 to request assistance from NILL 
librarians
www.narf.org/nill/asknill.html 

http://www.narf.org/nill
http://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/index.html
http://www.narf.org/nill/asknill.html
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